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sj?d to repair his interior spirit, he used often to retire for some days into
some close solitude, St Laurence frequently made choice of Glendaloch
for his retreats; but he usually hid himself in a solitary cave at some
distance from the monastery, between a rock and a deep lake, in which
St Coemgen had lived. When our saint came out of these retreats he
seemed like another Moses coming from conversing with God, full of a
heavenly fire and divine light.

St Laurence found the greatest part of his flock so blinded with the
love of the world and enslaved to their passions that the zealous pains he
took seemed lost upon them. He threatened them with the divine judg-
ments in case they did not speedily and effectually reform their manners
by sincere repentance: but, like Noe when he preached to a world drowned
in sin, he seemed to them to speak in jest, till they were overtaken on a
sudden by those calamities which he had foretold, which served to
purify the elect and doubtless brought many who before had been
deaf to the saint's remonstrances to a sense of their spiritual miseries.
St Laurence was obliged, for the affairs of his church, to go over to England
in order to make application to King Henry II, who happened then to be
at Canterbury. St Laurence repaired thither and was received by the monks
at Christ Church with the honour due to his sanctity, and desired by them
to sing high mass the next day. That whole night he spent in prayer
before the shrine of St Thomas, to whose intercession he recommended
himself and the business which brought him thither. On the day following,
as he was going up to the altar to officiate, a madman who had heard much
of his sanctity, out of an extravagant notion of making so holy a man a
martyr and another St Thomas, gave him so violent a blow on the head
with a staff as knocked him down. All that were present concluded that
he was mortally wounded, and expressed their concern by their tears. But
the saint, coming to himself again, called for water, which he blessed with
the sign of the cross, and then directed the wound to be washed with it.
This was no sooner done but the blood was immediately stanched, and the
saint said mass. To this miracle the author of his life, who was then at
Canterbury, was an eye-witness, and assures us that the fracture was to be
seen in the saint's skull after his death. The king ordered the frantic
assassin to be hanged; but the holy prelate interceded in his favour and
obtained his pardon.

The third general council of Lateran was held at Rome, in 1179, by
Pope Alexander III, with three hundred bishops, for the reformation of
manners and the extirpation of heretical errors. St Laurence went on from
England to Rome, and with the Archbishop of Tuam, five other Irish, and
four English bishops, assisted at this council. Our saint laid before his
holiness the state of the Irish church, and begged that effectual remedies
might be applied to many disorders which reigned in that country and